
After filling out this form, ask yourself some hard questions. How much
derivative literature do you cite? (It should be zero or close to zero.) Do you
cite any related literature? Is your contextual literature or methodological
literature taking over the article? What kinds of citations do you need more
of? Usually, you need to increase the number of related literature citations.

Day 3: Identifying and Reading the Related Literature

If you have already read the related literature, congratulations! This
week is going to be a lot easier. If you haven’t, as is often the case, you have
some work to do. Your main aim with this article is to attempt to be thor-
ough without bogging down. You are not trying to be comprehensive.
Many of us find that starting to read articles is like entering the forest of no
return. We just keep going deeper and deeper and getting more and more
lost and eventually forgetting the destination we were trying to reach in
the first place. I have constructed the following steps to help you in dip-
ping into the related literature but not getting lost in it.

It is extremely important to be realistic about how much you can read.
Even if you can read (and understand) a page a minute, that is 60 pages an
hour or 240 pages in an afternoon or evening. You can still only read ten
books in a packed forty-hour week. Very few people are reading forty hours
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